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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

— The specification is lacking sectional headings such as Background of the Invention, Summary 
of the Invention, Brief Description of the Drawings, and Detailed Description. 

- Page 5, line 18: "open" should be -closed- (see page 6, line 24 and figure 2). 
~ Page 5, line 19: "closed" should be --open- (see page 6, line 25 and figure 3). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 6, 7, 8, and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

— Claim 6, line 3, use of terms "said substantially rigid tube" and "said shutter" do not have 
antecedent basis in claim 2, upon which claim 6 is stated to depend. 

~ Claim 7, line 3, use of terms "said open position" and "said tube" and "said closed position" 
do not have antecedent basis in claim 2, upon which claim 7 is stated to depend. 

- Claim 7, line 3, "open position" should be - closed position - (see page 6, line 24 and figure 

2) . 

— Claim 7, line 4, "closed position" should be — open position — (see page 6, line 25 and figure 

3) . 

- Claim 8, use of term "said body" does not have antecedent basis in claim 2, upon which claim 
8 is stated to depend. 
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— Claim 9, line 4, "valve .means" should be — valve means 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

5. Claim 1 1 merely aims to encompass all that is disclosed in the application, it does not 
claim any specific subject matter or limitations to the previous claims. It is therefore held that 
claim 1 1 is indefinite in scope. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mcintosh 
(US 2,230,512), cited by applicant. 
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Re claim 1. Mcintosh teaches: 

Device (faucet A, figure 1) for discharging a cooking liquid from a food product cooking 
apparatus (barrel B, figure 1 : The faucet/valve as taught by Mcintosh is capable of being used 
with a cooking apparatus in that the faucet/valve would function in the same manner whether 
connected to a barrel for motor oil or a container of cooking oil. Thus, since Mcintosh teaches a 
faucet/valve that is capable of performing the claimed functions, Mcintosh meets the claimed 
limitations.) characterised in that it comprises valve means (16, figure 2) for intercepting said 
cooking liquid and outside conveyance means (58, figure 2) of said apparatus. 

Re claim 2. Mcintosh teaches: 

Discharging device, characterised in that said intercepting valve means (16, figure 2) are placed 
between said conveyance means (58, figure 2) and a bowl (B, figure 1) of said device containing 
said cooking liquid (16 is a part of 10 [figure 1], and is connected between the bowl and the 
conveyance means, see figure 1). 

Re claim 3. Mcintosh teaches: 

Discharging device, characterised in that said intercepting valve means (16, figure 2) can be 
partialised (valve can be rotated between vertical and horizontal stature, where horizontal is fully 
open and vertical is fully closed, in the transition between the two stages it is possible to regulate 
the flow). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/53 1 ,886 Page 5 

Art Unit: 4184 

Re claim 4. Mcintosh teaches: 

Discharging device, characterised in that said intercepting valve means (16, figure 2) comprise 
a body (see 16, figure 2) connected to said bowl (B, figure 1) and defining a seat (see figure 2) in 
which a hollow shutter (inside 16, between 58 and periphery of 16) is rotatably connected, 
mobile between an open position and a closed position (page I, column 2, lines 41-48, 
specification, also see figure 2). 

Re claim 5. Mcintosh teaches: 

Discharging device, characterised in that said conveyance means comprise a substantially rigid 
tube (see 58, figure 2). 

Re claim 6. Mcintosh teaches: 

Discharging device, characterised in that said substantially rigid tube (58, figure 2) is connected 
to said shutter (58 protrudes inside 16, surrounded by shutter [see figure 2]), a recess (64, figure 
2) of said shutter being aligned to a recess (end of 58, inside 16, figure 2) of said tube (see figure 
2). 

Re claim 7. Mcintosh teaches: 

Discharging device, characterised in that in said closed position said tube is substantially 
vertical or tilted upwards (page 1, column 2, lines 45-48, specification, see figure 2) and in said 
open position said tube is tilted downwards (page 1, column 2, lines 41-44, specification, see 
figure 2). 
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Re claim 8. Mcintosh teaches: 

Discharging device, characterised in that it comprises a tubular connection element (14, figure 
2) placed between said bowl and said body of said valve means (page 2, column 1, lines 1-4, 
specification), said connection element being tilted downwards (see figure 2). 

Re claim 9. Mcintosh teaches: 

Procedure for discharging a cooking liquid from a food product cooking apparatus, 
characterised in that it consists of rotating a substantially rigid tube (58, figure 2), connected to 
valve means (16, figure 2) for intercepting liquid, from an upward orientation to a downward 
orientation, simultaneously and progressively taking said intercepting means from a closed 
position to an open position, so as to allow the discharge of said liquid through said intercepting 
means and said tube (page 1, column 2, lines 41-48, specification, see figure 2). 

Re claim 1 1 . Mcintosh teaches: 

Device (figures 1 and 2) and procedure (page 1, column 2, lines 41-48, specification, see figure 
2) for discharging a cooking liquid from a food product cooking apparatus, all as substantially 
described, represented in the attached tables of drawings and claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mcintosh (US 
2,230,512), cited by applicant, in view of Rigney (US 2001/0054358 Al), cited by applicant. 

Re claim 10. 

Mcintosh teaches that the liquid to be discharged from the food product cooking 
apparatus is oil (page 2, column 2, lines 52-57, specification). 

Mcintosh fails to teach that the food product cooking apparatus is a fryer. Rigney, 
however, teaches a fryer (paragraph [0010], lines 1-4 and 9-13), from which a liquid is drained in 
by a similar draining apparatus. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
use a fryer as the food product cooking apparatus, taught by Mcintosh. The motivation, as stated 
in paragraph [0010] of Rigney, is that draining fryer oil by means of a spigot minimizes user 
exposure to hot contents as well as prevents the user from having to physically tip the fryer over 
to empty its contents. This method is not only tedious, but it is dangerous for the user due to 
spills and burns. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Taniguchi (US 4,850,540) teaches the valve structure described in the present 
application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINDSEY C. TEATERS whose telephone number is 571-270- 
5913. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:30am-6:00pm :: alternating Fri 
8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached on 571-272-2391 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/LINDSEY C TEATERS/ /Jared J. Fureman/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4 1 84 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 

4184 

11/25/2008 



